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' Decoding the CJP Protest: Why the Phenome-

oe-qe ASYYIR 9099

non Redefines Indian Power Dynamics

Dr. R. MISRA, Ph.D.

When student rage recently
overturned governments in two
South Asian states, observers
rushed to figure out the Cock-
roach Janta Party (C]JP) protest
at Jantar Mantar through the
same lens. They got it wrong.
Comparisons to sudden regime
shifts in neighbouring coun-
tries fail to grasp the structural
mechanics of Indian statecraft.
Indias Gen-Z politics operates
within an extraordinarily resil-
ient constitutional framework.
Unlike fragile or over-cen-
tralised structures across the
border, India’s multi-party fed-
eralism, electoral elasticity, and
robust judiciary absorb social
friction. Protests here do not
challenge state architecture—
they force it to adapt.
Decoding the intrinsic nature
of the CJP movement reveals
a new breed of politics: prag-
matic, issuefocused, and deeply
post-ideological. Today's youth
are not fighting for rigid Left
or Right doctrines. They are
mobilising around immediate
institutional failures—compro-
mised exams, paper leaks, and
perceived economic precarity.
By taking a judicial inadver-
tence and reclaiming it as a
badge of honour, a small section
of the youth weaponised digital
satire to bypass traditional po-
litical networks. They turned
online memes into physical
mobilisation overnight. They
apparently forced the state to
pay attention without resorting
to revolutionary violence.

Yet, the agitation quickly ex-
posed the severe intellectual
limits of its leadership. The
self-styled leaders steering the
crowds were noticeably inexpe-
rienced, lacking even a funda-
mental grasp of social sciences,
constitutional law, and admin-
istrative statecraft. This con-

ceptual vacuum exposed their
hollowness and political imma-
turity time and again.

Street passion cannot substi-
tute for policy literacy, nor can
raw youth replace hard-earned
knowledge and political wis-
dom. In a mature constitution-
al democracy like Indias, it is
virtually impossible to topple
or defeat an established, in-
stitutionally anchored gov-
ernment through mere brute
youth force. Of late, however,
the CJP has degenerated from
an issue-driven forum into a
persistent public nuisance and
an erratic disturber of civic
peace. Its leadership has aban-
doned serious debate and tak-
en to sensationalist posturing
and theatrics. Their reckless
rhetoric increasingly betrays
an obsession with hostility over
substance, reducing what could
have been an aspirational youth
front to an anarchic disruptor.
What made this movement
unique was the fluid response
from the top leadership of the
government.

Instead of deploying an un-
yielding coercive posture, the
administration displayed tacti-
cal manoeuvre.

Sacrificing a minister defused
public anger and showed that
in a mature demncrac}', strate-
gic concession often works as a
political masterclass.

This calculated retreat proves
why the leadership chose ap-
peasement over hardline sup-
pression. Recognising that
youth anger stemmed from
systemic desperation rather
than ascribing it to an antina-
tional agenda, the government
chose to vent the pressure. They
proved that political flexibility
is far stronger than brute force.
Behind this domestic agita-
tion lies a darker geopolitical

reality that Indian national
security agencies could not
ignore. Western intelligence
agencies, led by the CIA, have a
long history of exploiting local
grievances to engineer "colour
revolutions” against govern-
ments that refuse to align with
Western interests. For Western
deep-state actors, an explosive
youth movement in New Del-
hi offered the ideal pretext to
destabilise a fiercely indepen-
dent state from within. This
external hostility stems directly
from New Delhis relentless as-
sertion of strategic autonomy.
India has actively promoted
bypassing the US dollar in in-
ternational trade, continued
purchasing discounted Russian
crude oil despite US sanctions,
and strictly enforced FCRA
laws to plug foreign influence
channels. Crucially, New Del-
hi has also quietly rejected
Washington's attempts to im-
pose one-sided trade agree-
ments, refusing to yield on key
domestic market protections.
These economic friction points
have created acute irritation in
Western power centres. When
a sovereign state systematical-
ly resists external trade diktats
and economic coercion, do-
mestic fault lines become the
prime target for hostile foreign
forces. The rapid escalation at
Jantar Mantar was not just a
domestic youth agitation—it
carried all the hallmarks of a
foreign-backed pressure tactic
designed to

topple the government of the
day or force it back into line.
The foreign funding narrative
gained further traction when
US-based Khalistani figures
publicly pledged financial back-
ing, alongside petitions alleg-
ing linkages to George Soros’s
Open Society ecosystem. While

the Delhi High Court declined
to order an NIA probe for lack
of hard evidence, the nation-
al security apparatus took no
chances. Negotiating swiftly
with student leaders was a cal-
culated foreign policy move to
nip external interference in the
bud. For Indian politics, this
entire episode marks a perma-
nent structural shift. Electoral
strategists can no longer rely
on legacy caste arithmetic, re-
ligious division, or superficial
welfare handouts. A hypercon-
nected generation that com-
municates in real time will not
accept delayed action on gover-
nance promises as their default
reality.

This reality demands a radical
rethink of how the government
formulates policy and designs
laws. Managing youth expecta-
tions through police barricades
or reactive Cabinet reshuftles is
merely a temporary fix. Token
outreach cannot replace sub-
stantial youth inclusion in gov-
ernance and genuine systemic
reform.

The ultimate lesson from the
CJP protest is unambiguous.
Indian youth in general do not
seek to dismantle the state; they
are compelling the republic to
honour its promise. In a de-
mocracy as vast and culturally
rooted as India’s, street rage
hardly ever ends in constitu-
tional collapse—at best, it ends
at the negotiating table, forcing
the state to evolve.

(The author holds a Ph.D. in
nongovernment studies, for-
merly served in a senior ca-
pacity at a premier Govern-
ment of India development
financial institution, and can
be reached at 9778055988
(WA) and misral960@gmail.
com.)
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David Hemp named Bangladesh
women's team head coach

Newdelhi:the-appointment-gives-
hemp-an-opportunity-to-work-with-

the-bangladesh-womens-team-again-

having-previously-served-as-the-
batting-coach-during-the-icc-womens-
odi-world-cup-qualifier-in-pakistan-in-
2025-and-the-icc-womens-t20-world-
cup-qualifier-in-nepal-earlier-this-year

The appointment gives Hemp an
opportunity to work with the Bangladesh
Women’s team again, having previously
served as the batting coach during the
ICC Women’s ODI World Cup Qualifier
in Pakistan m 2025 and the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup Qualifier in

Nepal earlier this year.

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
announced on Wednesday that they
have appointed David Hemp as the head
coach of the women’s national cricket
team. Hemp will replace Sarwar Imran
as head coach, who 1s expected to end
his tenure in October after serving in this
position since February 2025.

Hemp, 55, will begin his two-year stint
with the national women’s team when
he joins the squad in Brisbane for the
upcoming ODI tour of Australia. His
tenure will run until September 2028.
The appointment gives Hemp an
opportunity to work with the Bangladesh
Women’s team again, having previously
served as the batting coach during the
ICC Women’s ODI World Cup Qualifier
in Pakistan i 2025 and the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup Qualifier in
Nepal earlier this year.
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