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The Cockroach Janta Par-
ty (CJP) exploded onto In-
dia’s political stage on 16
May 2026, when founder
Abhijeet Dipke—a Boston
University graduate and
former Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) social media volun-
teer—shrewdly turnedan
inconsequential judicial
remark into a fight for ex-
traconstitutional  action
against the government of
the day.

The catalyst was an explo-
sive courtroom observa-
tion made on the previous
day by Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant. Hearing
a frivolous petition, the
CJI vented frustration at
fraudsters subverting pub-
lic institutions, likening
individuals operating with
bogus degrees in law and
journalism to "cockroach-
es' and "parasites”.
Though ofhicial clarifica-
tions swiftly confirmed the
remarks targeted fake-de-
gree holders rather than
India’s aspirational youth,
the nuance was lost in
the digital crossfire. Viral
clips reframed the spon-
taneousreprimand into a
direct insult against the
youth.

Dipke seized the moment,
reclaiming the insult as a
political identity. Within
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A New Churning at Jantar Mantar

By Dr. R. MISRA, Ph.D.

days, online registrations
poured in, and CJP's social
media presence surged
past many established po-
litical outfits. What began
as internet satire swiftly
turned into a sustained sit-
in.

Jantar Mantar now hosted
the swarm. Students gath-
ered for weeks, demand-
ing accountability over
NEET leaks, paper scams,
and youth suicides while
pushing for structural re-
forms and threatening an
imminent march on Par-
liament.

The echoes of 2011 rang
clear., Anna Hazares In-
dia Against Corruption
movement once filled this
exact ground and even-
tually gave birth to AAP.
Both movements rode
anti-establishment  fury,
mobilized youth through
simple symbols and digital
fire, and forced the state
to the table. The CJP's
DNA—satire, outsiders,
and a desire to sweep the
system—matched its pre-
decessor.

Yet, shadows quickly fol-
lowed. Nationalist leaders
and petitions whispered
of foreign hands, invok-
ing names like the CIA,
ISI, George Soros, Amer-
icas deep state, and Chi-

na. Khalistani figures like
Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun from the US claimed
to have pledged $1 mil-
lion in funding to fuel the
protests. A PIL seeking
a National Investigation
Agency (NIA) probe into
foreign funding was de-
clined by the Delhi High
Court, and the Ministry of
External Affairs offered no
confirmation.

The allegations hung in
the public mind without
hard proof.

The CJP maintained its
independence, operating
without a central bank
account or major donors.
Supplies of food, water,

and medicine arrived
through decentralized
support, while crowd-

funding covered technical
costs. Though transpar-
ency in such unregistered
outfits remained thin, CJP
insisted its strength lay in
grassroots solidarity rath-
er than hidden coffers.

The government's re-
sponse mixed firmness
with  outreach. Police

barricaded access and re-
stricted food movement,
which led protesters to
call it a siege. Simultane-
ously, talks were initiat-
ed. Leadership engaged
in discussions regarding

compensation for affected
families, fast-track courts
for paper leaks, and drop-
ping FIRs against student
leaders. Even after Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan's resig-
nation, ground realities
shifted daily.
Ultimately, this movement
exposed a deeper fracture
in the socio-political land-
scape: compromised exam
integrity and a trust defi-
cit in public institutions.
A generation that never
had a single audible voice
outside so-called public
opinion forced the state to
choose a suitable response
to this show of youth pow-
er in the open.
History repeats itself.
From the JP movement to
Anna Hazare, and now to
CJP, unorganized protests
multiply in neglect. The
nations democracy has ar-
rived at a crossroads—and
it must choose its path and
march wisely.
(The author holds a
Ph.D. in nongovernment
studies, formerly served
in a senior capacity at
a premier Government
of India development
financial institution,
and can be reached at
9778055988 (WA) and
misral960@gmail.com.)
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